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ABSTRACT 

The study aimed to examine the positive role of the religious opinion-shapers in peace 

building initiatives, to examine religious factors and to establish strategies used in 

facilitating peaceful election. It was organized in five chapters whereby chapter one 

covered an introductory part, chapter two focused on literature review, chapter three 

presented methodology, chapter four concerned with data presentation and analysis while 

chapter five consisted conclusion and recommendations. The study conducted by using 

descriptive design. Purposeful sample technique used to collect data from sample size of 

80 respondents from religious stakeholders and other electoral stakeholders who 

cooperated with religious opinion shapers. Information gathered by questionnaires and 

in-depth interviews was analyzed by coding, editing, classification and presented by 

tables and figures. Religious opinion-shapers included religious leaders, Faith Based 

Organizations, activists, scholars, media and teachers who contributed in electoral peace 

making. The study found that the religious opinion shapers were motivated by religious 

factors and their perfect ethical standards in their operational approach to conflict 

management and transformation. They utilized spiritual teachings, practical experiences 

and adopted triangulation of strategies both religious and secular to link religion and 

society to maintain peace and harmony during those electoral phases. The findings 

revealed that the general contribution of religion to support commitment to the electoral 

stakeholders was weak; however its degree of support was appreciated by the majority in 

term of justice, positive involvement and civic education. The study recommended the 

establishment of a centralized coordination of religious peace building initiatives; 

conducting situation analysis for religious interventions, strengthen religious 

stakeholders‟ participations, women empowerment and to strengthen religious 

partnership within a religion or faith, among different faiths and other stakeholders in 

national, regional and international level. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1    Background to the Study  

Zanzibar is a semi autonomous but integral part of the United Republic of Tanzania. It 

comprises two main islands, Unguja and Pemba and around 50 islets with a total land 

area of 2,332 square kilometres.  Geographically, the islands are located 35 kilometres off 

the Eastern Coast of Tanzania Mainland. According to the 2002 Census, Zanzibar had a 

population of 981,654 people with the annual average population growth rate of 3.1%.  

 

The islands represent a cosmopolitan society. Nevertheless, about 99 percent of 

Zanzibaris are Muslims and Islamic culture plays an important role in shaping peoples‟ 

mode of life interactions. The rest of the residents are mainly Christians and there are few 

who believe in Hinduism. 

 

Zanzibar had unprecedented national movements fighting for national independence from 

the colonial hegemony since 1950s. The elections were held in 1957, January 1961, June 

1961 and July 1963. During those times, the political parties including Afro Shirazi Party 

(ASP), Zanzibar Nationalist Party and Zanzibar and Pemba Peoples' Party competed 

arising from those elections, hostile relations and violent conflicts. (Mpangala, 2006). 

The historians commented that religions were loud speakers for political activities and 

struggle for Independence. In most cases were used to meet and maintain both political 

and ideological demands. (Ziddy, 2007).  
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Zanzibar got independence in December 1963. A month later a bloody revolution 

overthrew the Sultanate and founded autocratic Revolutionary Council which abolished 

multiparty and election systems; and made ASP a sole political party in Zanzibar. 

 

Zanzibar merged with Tanganyika in April 1964 to form the United Republic of Tanzania 

(URT) under the two governments system, i.e. Zanzibar Revolutionary Government 

(ZRG) and the government of the URT. In February1977, ASP merged with Tanganyika 

African National Union (TANU) to form one ruling party in Tanzania named Chama Cha 

Mapinduzi (CCM – Revolutionary Party). In CCM regime, the peaceful general elections 

were held in October 1985 and October 1990.   

 

When Tanzania reintroduced multiparty democracy in 1992, challenges were posed for 

the various organs and stakeholders mandated with the powers to administer multiparty 

elections. The elections of 1995 and 2000 were chaotic and denounced as a “shamble” by 

both the domestic and international observers (Maliyamkono, 2000). The violent 

incidents including the tragedy of 26 and 27 January, 2001, had happened; whereby more 

than 31 innocent civilians lost their lives, some 200 arrested and many others beaten, 

tortured and raped by paramilitary police and security organs (See some pictures in the 

appendix I). Also more than 2000 people from Pemba fled to Mombasa Kenya turning 

Tanzania from refugee receiver into refugee producer. There were intensive harassments, 

political stigma, discrimination, abusive language and threats prior, during and post 

elections (Oloka- Onyango and Nassal, 2003). The main causes of violence in those two 
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elections were interalia mismanagement in election process and the highest degree of 

mistrust between the most popular adversary political parties of CCM and Civic United 

Front (CUF).  

  

Multiparty election is a democratic process which aims at allowing the people to choose a 

government and representatives of legislative bodies and give them effective powers to 

carry out their wishes. It ensures that ultimate control is retained in the hands of the 

people.  Therefore the result of a free and fair election reflects the wishes of the people 

(Ramadhan, 1998). In order for elections to be peaceful, free and fair it needs different 

stakeholders to cooperate in this process. The concentration must not only be during the 

vote counting and announcement of the results, but also in the process of registration, 

nomination, campaign, civic and voter education, even general election code of conducts 

and the consequences of the post elections. 

 

There are two simultaneous general elections in Zanzibar. Zanzibar general elections 

conducted by Zanzibar Electoral Commission (ZEC) and involve the presidential, 

members of the Zanzibar House of Representatives and local councilors‟ elections. 

Zanzibaris also elect the president of the URT and members of the  parliament in the 

general elections of the United Republic of Tanzania which are conducted by National 

Electoral Commission (NEC). 
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Political conflicts are mainly caused by real problems of inequality and injustice 

expressed by competing social, cultural and structural framework. The work needed is to 

change structure and framework that cause inequalities and injustice, to improve long 

term relationship and attitude among conflicting parties and also to develop process and 

system that promote empowerment, justice, peace, forgiveness, reconciliation and 

recognition (Fisher et al, 2005). In addition, the sense of national unity should be given 

priority. 

 

Efforts have been made by different stakeholders through internal and external initiatives 

and pressures to resolve those conflicts in a peaceful manner. The 2005 General elections 

were free, fair and relatively peaceful, according to the majority of local and international 

electoral observers (ZEC, 2006).  It is on this basis that the research was conducted in 

order to investigate the role of religion in making Zanzibar general elections of 2005 

relatively peaceful.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem   

Election related conflicts are one of the major threats to democracy, political stability and 

socio- economic development. Zanzibar political history has registered quite a number of 

violent conflicts which in most cases have been closely related to the Multi-Party System 

particularly in elections.  
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Religions, especially Islam and Christianity, are among the important institutions that 

facilitate peace making process in Zanzibar. This is due to the fact that, these religions 

have the characteristic of being central in the lives of many individuals and help in 

molding their behaviours and giving them identity. The religions, therefore, have a lot of 

impact on Tanzanian Politics in general and Zanzibar politics in particularly. However, 

there was a lacuna concerning the role played by religion in making 2005 Zanzibar 

General Elections relatively peaceful. The study filled that lacuna and aimed at 

disseminating the role played by religious opinion shapers in 2005 General Elections in 

Zanzibar for the sustainability of its positive contribution.  

 

1.3 Objectives of the Study        

1.3.1The General Objective 

The general objective of this study was to investigate the role played by the religion to 

make the 2005 Zanzibar General Elections as a relatively peaceful event. 

  

1.3.2The specific objectives were:- 

i. To assess religious opinion shapers who actively participated as key stakeholders 

in the 2005 Zanzibar General Elections peace making and peace building 

activities. 

ii. To determine religious factors that made the 2005 General Elections in Zanzibar a 

relatively peaceful for the future references in conflict management.  
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iii. To establish strategies used by the religious opinion shapers in facilitating peace 

in the 2005 General elections for consideration in search for Zanzibar durable 

solution. 

1.4 Research Questions 

Based on the above objectives the study was mainly governed by the following research 

questions:- 

i. Who were the Religious opinion-shapers who actively participated in the 2005 

Zanzibar General Elections as peace makers and what motivated their 

participation? 

ii. What were the religious factors and discourses deployed by religious opinion-

shapers in facilitating peaceful general elections? 

iii. What strategies did religious opinion-shapers partake in the 2005 Zanzibar 

General Elections‟ peace making initiatives?  

 

1.5 Scope of the Study 

The study focused on the role played by local and foreign Muslim and Christian 

institutions, leaders, scholars, preachers and activists in peace-making and peace-building 

during the 2005 General Elections in Zanzibar. It concentrated on the elections of the 

ZRG which involved presidential elections, members of the House of Representatives 

and local councilors that were organized and conducted by ZEC. The study was carried 
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out in Urban and South districts for Unguja; and Wete district for Pemba. (See the map in 

appendix II). This implies that out of ten Zanzibar Districts, three (30%) were involved.  

 

The areas were purposely selected because Urban district is recognized as headquarters of 

the government institutions and most private offices; also, it has a high population from 

different areas, with different ideas and specializations. South district had been selected 

because it is well known as a strong base of the ruling party (CCM) and had good records 

in peaceful elections (ZEC, 2006); while Wete district was the fort of the strongest 

opposition party Civic United Front (CUF) and many incidents of violence were reported 

in this district almost in all previous multiparty elections. The respondents were religious 

stakeholders and the key electoral stakeholders based in Zanzibar from government 

institutions, civil societies organizations and political parties.  

 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

The researcher anticipated that the outcome of this study can provide:- 

a. A clear understanding and acknowledgement of the role of religion in Zanzibar 

electoral peacemaking and peace building. 

b. The documented fact on practical religious experiences, challenges and 

contribution in the 2005 General Elections in Zanzibar.  

c. Some remedies to some of the electoral related problems which jeopardized 

democracy, peace, equality and justice in Zanzibar. 
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d. Stimulation for further research particularly in areas of spiritual and religious 

contribution in peace making and peace building.  

 

1.7 Conceptual Framework  

Religion has high influence in spiritual and material spheres of Zanzibar mode of life. It 

has been playing important role in addressing many social and economic problems in 

Zanzibar community (Karume, 2006). This contribution is what Bloom and Ottang 

(1990) mentioned as sociological function of religion 

 

Figure 1. The Role of Religion in the 2005 General Elections   

      Independent Variable                                                         Dependent Variable 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Researcher, 2009 

The conceptual framework illustrates that there was a relationship between religion and 

the peaceful general elections. The independent variable was the role of religion and the 

dependent variable is the peaceful general elections. Peaceful general elections were 

influenced by factors like justice, effective methods and procedures employed in the 

process, positive involvement, civic and voter education, transparency, accountability and 

The Role of Religion 

- Spiritual teaching.  

- Harmony.   

- Tolerance. 

- Cooperation with other stakeholders. 

- Fraternity 

- Commitment in peace building. 

- Influence in decision-making. 

Peaceful General Elections 

- Justice. 

- Effective methods and procedures. 

- Positive involvement. 

- Civic and Voter Education. 

- Transparency. 

- Accountability. 

- Acceptance of overall results. 
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acceptance of the overall result. These were supposed to lead to free, fair and peaceful 

election depending on how positively they were present.  

 

The independent variable was the role of religion which equally requires the presence of 

factors like spiritual teaching, harmony, tolerance, cooperation with the community 

including ZEC and other electoral stakeholders, commitment in peace building, fraternity 

and influence in decision making. 

  

1.8 Definition of Key Terms 

Active Participation is a broad representation of diverse political interests and 

population groups towards a transparent and legitimate election process and outcome. 

Allah refers to Almighty God. 

Christianity is the religion that is based on the teaching of Jesus Christ and the belief 

that he was the son of God.  

Conflict is a relationship between two or more parties who have or think have 

incompatible goal. 

Conflict management is a process of promoting positive behavioral changes in the 

parties involved in the conflict through a number of measures and by working with and 

through the parties in order to limit and avoid future violence. 

Conflict transformation is a process of addressing the wider social and political source 

of conflict and seeks to transform parties‟ relationship, perception, attitude and condition 

created the conflict into positive social and political change. 



 10 

Hinduism is the main religion of India which includes the worship of several gods and 

belief in that after death human being lives again in a new body of a person or animal.  

Imam refers to appointed or elected Muslim scholars who lead the management of the 

mosque or/and congregational prayers.  

Islam is a religion and a code of life based in full submission to the will of God and 

obedience to His law through the teaching of prophet Muhammad pbuh.  

Madrasa refers to Quran schools for the children and informal Islamic schools and 

classes outside the mosque where adults, youth and children attend for religious studies. 

Muafaka refers to Zanzibar political consensus between CCM and CUF. It is commonly 

used to refer to the Commonwealth brokered accord which was signed on 9
th
 June 1999 

and the second CCM-CUF accord signed on 10
th
 October, 2001. 

Peace building is undertaking programmes designed to address the causes of conflict and 

the grievances of the past; and to promote long-term stability and justice. 

Peace-making is intervention designed to end hostilities and bring about voluntary 

agreement between conflicting parties. 

Qadhi refers to judges and magistrates who specifically deal with Islamic law (Shariah) 

in the Judiciary system of Zanzibar government by using the Qadhis Court Act of 1985. 

Reconciliation is a longer process of overcoming hostility and mistrust between divided 

people. 

Religion refers to Islam and Christianity. 

Religious opinion-shapers are Islamic and Christian institutions, leaders, scholars, 

preachers and activists who have high influence in Zanzibar life interaction. 
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Religious stakeholders are those individuals, organizations and institutions which regard 

religion as part of their core business. 

Shehia is the lowest administrative authority in the Zanzibar Revolutionary Government 

which is headed by a Sheha. 

Ulamaa is a Muslim religious scholar. 

Violence refers to actions, words, attitudes, structures or systems that cause physical, 

psychological, social or environmental damages and/or prevent people from reaching 

their full human potential. 

Zawia refers to religious center for Sufi Muslims. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2:0 Introduction 

In order to be accurate in the study carried out, the researcher made investigation through 

different related sources particularly books, research reports and other related study 

materials. In general the literature review enabled the researcher to come up with the gaps 

in the existing scholarly works and affirming particular points concerning the study. The 

review was done according to the specific objectives of the study.  

 

2:1 Religious Opinion-shapers in the Electoral Peace Making and Peace Building 

A glance at the various literatures on the subject, premises on a clear distinction between 

politics in which religious actors engage in and the politics motivated and symbolized by 

the religion (Tayoub, 2008). The line separating the two may not always be clear where 

there is no religious political party like in Zanzibar, as religious opinion-shapers might 

invariably reflect the value and symbols of a religion even when they deliberately pursue 

secular politics. 

 

Mkinga (2005) claimed that the major cause of the chaotic incident during the election is 

the mixing of religion with politics.  She argued that the two could never work together 

harmoniously, because religion has principles that never change while politics always 

twists in accordance with the wind of the day.  This is not always a true conception of 

religion in Zanzibar. There are many religious principles which provide peace messages 
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and promote effective political structures. Also, many religious opinion-shapers‟ daily 

responsibility aims to change attitudes and behaviour in order to achieve both positive 

and negative peace. I concur with Mahtma Gadhi as in Edvendson (2006) that those who 

say that religion and politics have nothing to do with each other, knows nothing of either 

politics or religion. 

 

Political participation is comparatively diverse and it varies from electoral to non – 

electoral participation as indicated by Kakuba (2006).  Zanzibar politics have been 

intense, adversarial and disruptive to the extent that Maliyamkono (2000) confirms that 

many writers have had the view that religion is important element in Zanzibar politics 

and it qualifies as a study in both counts.  However, many researchers have been escaping 

to find out the role of religion in Zanzibar politics under the pretext of avoiding mixing 

religion with politics in a secular state.   

 

Chapter three of Zanzibar constitution of 1984 provides a number of rights including 

freedom of association and participation which involves religious stakeholders.  

Religious political parties are prohibited according to the Act no.5 of 1992 of the United 

Republic of Tanzania. Therefore, religious opinion-shapers could participate in the 

politics in other ways because is among their constitutional rights. The gap here is how 

they are aware of this right and actively participated toward the peaceful general 

elections.  
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The Zanzibar Election Act no. 11 of 1984 and the accepted general codes of conduct 

which were observed during electioneering insisted that election campaigns should not be 

conducted in houses of worship nor should religious leaders be allowed to conduct 

campaign on behalf of a candidate. The leaders mentioned are includes clergyman, 

pastor, leaders of prayers in mosques, sheikhs and Quran teachers.  However, there were 

many problems arising from this clause 56 (4) and the codes which forced the ZEC to 

recommend its amendment and providing of legal translation (ZEC 1996, 2001 and 

2006). This clearly shows several gaps which need to be filled including providing proper 

translation of house of worships, religious leaders and to find out their actual relations 

with other electoral stakeholders and processes.  

 

ZEC (2005) acknowledged the participation of the Organisation for Islamic Revival and 

Public Lectures (Uamsho) and the Christian Council of Tanzania (CCT) as observers. 

However, in the list of the Zanzibar Civil Societies which collaborated to provide civic 

and voter education, there was no religious organization. This was contrary to Tanzania 

Mainland whereby religious organizations were clearly listed. Such organizations were 

World Conference on Religion and Peace, Supreme Council of Muslims in Tanzania 

(BAKWATA), Tanzania Episcopal Conference (TEC),  CCT as indicated by Non - State 

Actors Zanzibar (2005); and Non – state Actors Tanzania (2005) respectively. The 

Zanzibar statement needs more research because is likely against the reality. 
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Electoral Commission Forum of SADC (2006) highlighted three phases of electoral 

activities.  These are Pre election phase which consist of demarcation, voter registration, 

registration of political parties, nominating process, uses of public resources, media 

coverage, campaign process, political violence and intimidation and civic and voter 

education. Election phase consists of increasing popular participation by creating 

confidence, transparency and accountability while the post election phase includes 

announcement and acceptance of overall result, post election review and dispute 

resolving. In the process there are also monitoring and observation. The Forum 

recommends involvement of Faith Based Organizations (FBOs) in many mentioned 

activities. This outlook is a challenge against ZRG. 

 

2:2    The Religious Factors that Made the 2005 Elections Relatively Peaceful. 

Tayoub (2008) in his description of South African context hinted that religious 

stakeholders have been playing significant role in promoting a sense of community. 

More-over, they have been advocating religious observance and devotion within such 

communities across the country.  These elements are prerequisite in peace making 

process especially during elections. However, this was a general statement and the 

researcher intended to find out specific religious factors which contributed to approach 

peace in Zanzibar before, during and after elections.  

 

Zanzibar conflicts which like others in the African region can only be resolved through a 

process of dialogue between the major stakeholders in the electoral process according to 
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ESAURP (2004). Chrislip and Larson (1994) also insisted collaborative leadership for 

citizens and civic leaders in order to make change and effective reconciliation. In this 

occasion, Gray (1989) and Mpangala (2006) observed that a broad-based participation 

help to provide a more comprehensive understanding of the problem as more 

stakeholders share their perception of the problem and how it impact them. The study 

will find how religion provided credibility to the collaborative process and enhances 

supports and commitment for the solution generated. 

 

Ziddy et al (2007); also Kandusi and Lolila (2007) confirmed the higher positive and 

negative impact of religion during the elections but they did not mention specifically 

about these impacts. Maliyamkono (2000) on his side argued that the homogeneity in 

religion eliminates it as a source of political tension in Zanzibar although some 

confrontation had emerged for example burning of churches under political umbrella; 

even though religion expressed as a possible influence of the voting behaviour and 

political affiliation. We agree with Reychler observation in Alger (2000, p.103) when he 

concluded, “Religion and religious institutions have an untapped and under-used 

integrative power potential.” He added that to assess this potential and to understand 

which factors enhance or inhibit joint peace ventures is an urgent research challenge. 
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2.3 Strategies of Religious Opinion Shapers in Facilitating Peace in the 2005 General 

      Elections 

Various literatures show that in order to reach everlasting solution for the election based 

conflict we need to change the mind of people.  All change must start with individual 

through education, training and conversation. Mkinga (2005) mentioned that religious 

leaders have the significant role of teaching their members on the importance of free and 

fair election as well as praying in God for peaceful election. Moreover, she insisted that 

they are supposed to be neutral as they can. 

 

 The responsibility of religious opinion shapers is not only to spread the word of God; it 

is also to help people including encouraging dialogue which take into consideration 

reconciliation process among people with conflicting stands. The Zanzibar Interfaith 

Committee on Peace and Tranquility (ZICPT, 2006), claimed the application of 

combination of secular development tool with religious ideas and guidelines, however no 

details provided. Kundusi and Lolila (2007) expressed that since politics provide 

government, religious stakeholders must have the strategies in order to insist the believers 

to participate in the politics, to be against all forms of corruption and to elect the 

candidates by merit.  They also proposed to have special seat in the legislature for 

religious leaders.  This actually showed the plan but there was a gap; that is, to what 

extent had been accomplished in the field. 
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The Electoral Commission Forum (2006) has recommended that the election 

commissions, political parties and civil societies including FBOs should facilitate the 

establishment of conflict prevention and management process to deal with election 

disputes, including such strategies as stakeholders‟ liaison committee.  The study seeks to 

identify the special potentials of religious opinion shapers in developing and mobilizing 

for constructive conflict transformation and to coordinate as integral to the larger peace 

building enterprise. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHODOLOGY 

3.0     Introduction: 

This chapter focuses on the research design, area of the study, study population, sample 

size, sampling technique, and data collection instruments and analysis techniques. The 

criteria for selection and the way in which the researcher ensured the validity and 

accuracy were hinted. 

 

3.1 Research Design: 

The study carried out using descriptive design. According to Amin (2005) this design is 

concerned with describing the characteristics of an event, community or region in order 

to provide a systematic description that is as factual and as accurate as possible.  

 

3.2   Study Population: 

The population of the study was 276 people from religious and non-religious electoral 

stakeholders.  This included 20 members of Zanzibar Supreme Council of Ulamaa and 

six religious leaders from Catholic, Anglican and Lutheran Churches (Zanzibar Mufti's 

Office, 2008); 80 Executive leaders of related Islamic and Christians Organizations 

(Government Registrar‟s Office, 2008); Government Officials which included 15 ZEC 

members , the three district executive officers, six security organ's officers and the five 

key good governance institutions based in Zanzibar (Chief Minister's office, 2008). Also, 

Politicians which involved 18 leaders of political parties and 21 members of the House of 
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Representatives (ZEC, 2006); 46 executive members of the related Civil Society 

Organizations (Government Registrar‟s Office, 2008);  six Internal Electoral Observers 

(ZEC, 2006) and 50 prominent intellectuals based in Zanzibar (Ministry of Education and 

Vocational Trainings, 2008). 

 

The study found that group aged between 50 to 59 years were the majority of the 

population because was very active in making religious and political decisions and 

monopolies leading powers in the community. The next group ranged between 40 to 49 

years, who in most cases felt themselves as right and qualified people to manage 

Zanzibar religious and political affairs. The study population had a few youth below 39 

years. However, the study found the group had new thinking, freedom of choices and 

ambition of changes; but majority are not stable in their religious and political ideologies.  

 

The study found that population acquired at least basic religious education and between 

secondary educations to post doctorate in secular studies. The combination of religious 

and secular education enabled many respondents to have ability of independent reasoning 

in election affairs in both civic and religious perspective.   The study also found that 

engagement of women in religious decision making institutions is very low. They had 

limited access to religious forum, even when they were competent enough for example 

those who have higher religious education and holding key political, social or 

administrative posts.     
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3.3 Sample Size: 

A sample size of 80 respondents included in the study as mentioned in the table 1 below. 

According to Kothari (2004), the size sample should neither be excessively large nor too 

small. It should be optimal. The sample of 80 respondents in the population of 276 is 

equal to 29% which fulfills the requirements of efficiency and representativeness. 

 

Table 1. Population groups and sample of respondents 

S/N                            Respondent Population Sample % 

 1 Member of Zanzibar Supreme Council of   

Ulamaa  

20 5 25 

 2 Christian leaders from Catholic, Anglican and 

Lutheran Churches  

6 3 50 

 3  Leaders of Islamic and Christian Organizations  80 20 25 

4 The government Officials from ZEC, the 

districts, the security organs and Ministry of 

Good Governance. 

29 15 52 

5 Politicians 39 11 28 

6 Civil Society Organizations  46 12 26 

7 Internal Electoral Observers‟ groups 6 4 67 

8 Prominent Intellectuals 50 10 20 

 Total 276 80 28.9 

Source: Field Research Data, 2008 
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3.4 Sampling Techniques: 

 The study used purposeful sampling technique. This technique was useful to choose 

those who were expected to be knowledgeable and/or have legitimate authority. It is also 

more economical and less time consuming (Gupta, 2001).  

 

3.5 Data Collection Methods:  

The study employed questionnaires and interviews in gathering information. This 

triangulation enabled the researcher to collect as much opinions as possible from 

respondents. 

 

3.5.1. Interviews: 

The in-depth interviews were carried out to collect information from all categories of 

respondents. This method was highly flexible because could cover both educated and 

uneducated and provided the chance for seeking clarification for both researcher and 

respondents (Thanulingom, 2001).  A specific checklist was developed so as to guide the 

questions. 

 

3.5.2 Questionnaire: 

This method used to collect data from respondents who could read and understand the 

items found in the instrument. The tool consisted both closed and open-ended questions 

so as to enable respondents to explain freely their opinions and express their feelings at 

their convenient time. (Amin, 2005). 
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3.6 Quality Control of the Data. 

In order to ensure quality of the data, the researcher considered both validity and 

reliability of the provided information.  

 

3.6.1 Validity 

The researcher used multi-instruments which were specifically designed to measure 

content, construct and criterion. According to Amin (2005) a research instrument is said 

to be valid if it actually measures what is supposed to measure and that the data collected 

honestly and accurately represents the respondent‟s opinions. 

 

3.6.2 Reliability 

The researcher conducted interviews in different intervals and length to both categories of 

respondents. Also, questionnaires were also distributed to different categories of 

respondents, both religious and non-religious electoral stakeholders and followed by 

short interviews. It was purposefully done in order to avoid bias and in check of degree of 

consistence and accuracy of the answers so as to ensure the attainment of reliable data to 

the maximum caution. According to Thanulingom (2001) the reliability of measure is its 

capacity to yield the same results in repeated applications to the same events.  

 

3.7 Data Processing and Analysis: 

The data collected was critically examined and systematically synthesized and scrutinized 

logically through editing, coding, classification and tabulation in relation to the objectives 
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of the study. A qualitative procedure was used to explain research findings. In most cases 

it was descriptive in nature by organization and interpretation of the data generated. 

Quantitative aspects used by employing tables and percentages in analyzing and 

presenting the findings but actually was in qualitative methods. Percentages in all tables 

were worked out manually by using hand calculator. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS 

4.0 Introduction. 

This chapter is concerned with data presentation and analysis of the results. The data was 

derived from questionnaires which involved 46 respondents (57.5%) of all respondents 

and in-depth interviews which involved 34 respondents (42.5 %). The findings were 

presented and analyzed based on the study objectives. 

 

4.1 Religious Opinion-shapers in the 2005 Electoral Peace Making and Peace 

Building Activities. 

Religion is perceived as a way of life. Religious opinion-shapers therefore are important 

change agents. Their active participation in the 2005 general electoral peace making and 

peace building presented and discussed in the following sub topics. 

  

4.1.1 Religious Opinion-shapers in the Electoral Activities.   

 

Table 2. Respondents’ views on religious opinion-shapers active participation  

Response No. of Respondents (NR) % 

They actively participated 72 90 

They did not actively participate 08 10 

Total 80 100 

Source: Field Research Data, 2009 
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The study indicates that the majority 72 (90%) of the respondents were of the view that 

religious opinion shapers participated actively in the 2005 electoral activities. However, 

eight respondents (10%) claimed that the religious opinion-shapers did not actively 

participate in the electoral activities. The difference in views is based on the influence of 

their participation and numbers of activities performed by the religious opinion-shapers. 

Those who focused the result of religious positive influence in the society concluded that 

they had active participation. While those who looked at the official schedule of electoral 

activities which was provided by ZEC found that the religious opinion-shapers‟ role was 

very minimum. 

 

The electoral activities can be divided in to three phases. Firstly, pre-election phase; 

secondly, election phase and lastly post election phase. Monitoring and observation were 

held in those phases. The electoral activities identified are summarized in figure two. 

Figure 2. Electoral Activities in the three phases. 

       Pre-election phase                          Election phase                      Post-election phase 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Electoral Commissions Forum, 2006. 
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During the pre-election phase, religious opinion-shapers participated actively in the 

media coverage and provided civic and voter education. That is because demarcation of 

constituencies, voter registration and nominating of the candidates are exclusively the 

responsibility of ZEC according to the Election Act no. 11 of 1984. Also, the same act 

prohibits religious opinion-shapers to participate in the campaign process. On the other 

hand, religious opinion-shapers were prohibited from forming political parties according 

to the Act number 5 of 1992 of the URT. Zanzibar uses this act of URT because 

registration of political parties is among the union matters. 

 

In the election phase, religious opinion-shaper participated in different capacities to 

increase popular participation and voting in peaceful manner. It was acknowledged that 

religious guidance and sensitization on perfect character which were provided on daily 

basis promoted good relationship. This was very important element in the electoral peace 

making and peace building. 

 

The announcement of the results in the post election phase was exclusively the duty of 

the ZEC. Religious opinion-shapers participated directly and indirectly in facilitating 

acceptance of the results and dispute solving in the community level. The real efforts to 

promote the comprehension and application of religion teaching through the multicultural 

approach and pluralism in religion life encouraged the realization of the eternal peace of 

which is dynamic and continuous. However, they did not involve in the post election 
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review which was important point in view of what was free and fair being ascertained 

and also for future recommendation. 

 

4.1.2 The Categories of Religious Opinion-Shapers who had Active Participation  

The religious opinion shapers did not participate in peace building and peace making 

activities as one common and visible camp. They were in different camps and levels. 

According to the respondents their distribution was presented as follows:- 

 

Table 3. Categories of religious opinion-shapers’ participation in the electoral peace 

making and peace building activities 

S.N Category of Religious Opinion- shapers Respondents’ 

Frequencies (RF) 

% 

1. Religious leaders  26 28.3 

2. Religious teachers  06 6.5 

3. Religious scholars 08 8.7 

4. Religious NGOs (FBOs) 24 26.1 

5. Religious media 08 8.7 

6. Religious activists  20 21.7 

 TOTAL 92 100 

Source: Field Research Data, 2009 
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Based on respondents‟ frequencies as in table 3, the religious leaders played the most 

significant role in peace making and peace building activities prior, during and after 2005 

general elections. The religious leaders got 26 frequencies (28.3%). This was followed by 

religious NGOs both Islamic and Christian which had 24 (26.1%). Religious activists got 

the third position by attaining 20 frequencies (21.7%).On the other hand, the study found 

that, both religious scholars and religious media ranged the same level after accumulation 

of the same eight frequencies (8.7%). The religious teachers got minimum frequencies of 

six (6.5 %). 

 

The study indicates that the total participation of the religious leaders, NGOs and activists 

were higher and closer compared with other categories of teachers, scholars and media. 

This was due to the fact that the leading categories mainly participated at national level 

and had many opportunities like public media, recognition and resources to reach many 

people at a time compared with the least. 

 

The details for each category, it‟s working level and activities can be summarized as 

follows:- 

 

4.1.2.1 Religious leaders: These included Zanzibar Mufti‟s Office, Qadhis, Imams, 

Bishops, Reverends, Pastors, heads of congregations and religious societies together with 

the Muslim- Christian leaders‟ Joint Committee on Peace and Tranquility. The national 

leaders mainly confined their role in top levels. Leaders in the medium and grassroots 
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level concentrated in their specific areas such as mosques, churches, congregations and 

societies. Religious leaders mobilized their followers and the community at large for 

peace, forgiveness and justice, transparency and accountability which contributed in 

promoting reconciliation and recognition. They also provided emotional and spiritual 

support to violence- affected communities, families and individuals. 

 

4.1.2.2 Religious NGOs (FBOs): The Faith Based Organizations such as the 

Organization of Islamic Revival and Public Lectures (Uamsho) and CCT participated 

actively at national level as independent internal electoral observers so as to verify the 

legitimacy of election and discourage violence and immoral behaviour that threatened 

peace and stability. They also advocated for fair play, accountability and transparency in 

the government and its public institutions and political parties. Tanzania Peace Building 

Initiatives together with Caritas Tanzania supported financially the ZICPT‟s activities in 

their electoral peace making and peace building. There were many other registered and 

unregistered Islamic and Christian organizations which had indirect sensitization, 

advocacy and civic education programmes in the middle and grassroots levels. Whereby 

Christian organizations were under the umbrellas of their churches, Islamic organizations 

like Zanzibar Imams Association, Center for Islamic Call for the Sake of Allah, Islamic 

Association for Education and Economic Development and Istiqama Muslim Society had 

visible independent activities designed to end hostilities and to promote justice and 

stability in the community. However, sometimes FBOs seem very complex and bias 

which fostered suspicion and conflicts. 
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4.1.2.3 Religious activists: These were religious individuals who used their religious 

motives to influence peace in their respective forums at different levels. They included 

influential people members of the Civil Society‟s Organizations, politicians, government 

official, journalists and states‟ organ officers. They sensitized their respective groups, 

individuals and the community in generally to promote morality, cooperation, justice and 

reconciliation in different formal and informal forums. They had promising role in 

warning about latent conflicts, and giving explanation of the hiding or manipulated 

information and political propaganda. 

 

 4.1.2.4 Religious scholars: These were individual prominent religious intellectuals and 

academicians in national, medium and grass-root levels. They played very significant role 

in their religious forums and many other public forums including seminars, workshops, 

meetings and even mass Medias. They usually focused on the betterment of the public 

institutions. They also publicized the harm of the conflicts to the innocent, weak and poor 

people when the authorities and structures were violated. Through different 

methodologies like lectures, discussions and round tables religious scholars promoted 

good relationship between members of different political and ideological groups.  

 

4.1.2.5 Religious media: An-Nur was the sole religious newspaper which criticized the 

government and mainly ruling party‟s policies so as to strengthen structures and 

institutions by removing injustice and discrimination in the electoral process. It was a 

shelter for Muslim writers to express their view and intensifying conflicts. It also 
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provided civic and voter education, sensitizing the community in electoral activities and 

provided emotional, psychological and spiritual resources for healing trauma and injuries. 

However, the newspaper sometimes disseminated radical statements which fostered 

misunderstandings and suspicion which are not compatible with peace building. 

  

4.1.2.6 Religious teachers: These included religious teachers from the colleges, public 

schools, private schools, seminary schools and religious classes including Mosque, 

Madrasa, Bible recitation groups and Sunday schools. They played important role in 

consensus building particularly in grassroots level and warned about immoral behaviors 

including violent behaviours, attitudes and contexts. They also fostered tolerance, peace 

and good relationship among their students during those election phases.  

 

4.1.3 Origin of the Religious Opinion Shapers. 

Religion is not among the union matters; therefore, it is important to know whether the 

categories mentioned were indigenous Zanzibaris only or some of them originated from 

Tanzania Mainland and/or outside of the URT.  Table 4 below shows the nativity of the 

religious opinion shapers according to the respondents‟ frequencies of answers. 

Table 4. The Origin of the Religious Opinion Shapers  

Origin FR % 

Only Indigenous Zanzibaris 58 76.3 

Some were not Zanzibaris 18 23.7 

Total 76 100 
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The study found that the majority of the respondents‟ frequencies 58 (76.3%) reported 

that all religious electoral peace makers who participated actively were Zanzibar 

indigenous. They stated that Zanzibar election was specifically for Zanzibari and held in 

Zanzibar. On the other hand, 18 frequencies (23%) commented that some were from 

Tanzania Mainland and outside of the URT. The second group had strong arguments to 

support their observation. They clarified that some religious leaders, intellectuals and 

NGOs based on both Islamic and Christianity came from Tanzania Mainland and had 

direct physical involvement in peace making since they had close relations with their 

Zanzibar counterparts. For instance, Uamsho had close relations with mainland‟s Imams 

Consultation Forum and Tanzania Islamic Organisations‟ Supreme Council based on 

their collective interests. Therefore, frequent invitations to participate in Zanzibar 

electoral peace making and peace building activities were extended. On the other hand, 

the Churches had many mainlanders and even non Tanzanian who camped in Zanzibar 

for missionary objectives. They had active participation through their congregations and 

many other official and non official peace making and peace building activities. 

  

An-Nur news paper based in Dar es Salaam participated actively in 2005 Zanzibar 

General Elections activities. It was reported that some European religious organizations 

like Caritas technically supported the activities of ZICPT. Also, a member of ZICPT‟s 

executive committee who represent Tanzania Lutheran Evangelical Church came from 

Scandinavian countries. 
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4.1.4 The Founders of Religious Electoral Peace Building. 

The authorship of active religious participation was also important to be appreciated in 

the process of the institutional and relationships strengthen during the 2005 General 

Elections in Zanzibar. Respondents‟ opinions concerning the founders of the mentioned 

movement are indicated in the table 5 below:-  

  

Table 5.  Founders of Religious Electoral Peace Building 

S/N CATEGORY FR % Total 

FR 

Total % 

1 Indigenous religious opinion shapers  33 44  

 

 

54 

 

 

 

72 
2 Zanzibar Revolutionary Government 9 12 

3 Politicians (political parties). 12 16 

4 Foreign FBOs 9 12  

21 

 

28 

5 Development partners. 12 16 

 TOTAL  75 100 75 100 

Source: Field Research Data, 2009 

The first three categories of indigenous religious opinion shapers, government and 

politicians consisted of internal institutions and individuals; while foreign FBOs and 

development partners comprised states, institutions and organizations from outside 

Zanzibar. The majority of respondents‟ frequencies 54 (72%) reported that the founders 

of the religious motives in Zanzibar 2005 electoral peace making and peace building 

were internal organizations and individuals. However, 21 (28%) were of the opinion that 

the participation of religious people in electoral peace making originated from the foreign 
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institutions‟ initiatives including donor counties and FBOs. The study finding reflects an 

important issue of higher independence and impartiality of internal institutions. 

 

In details, 33 respondents (44%) commented that the motive was initiated by indigenous 

religious opinion shapers due to the fragile situation of that time which was characterized 

by bloodshed and hostility especially after the Zanzibar general elections of 2000. The 

religious responsibility which includes respect of the dignity of human beings and the 

respect of the common good forced religious opinion shapers to go beyond their common 

comfort zone; therefore, they mobilized themselves to be a new electoral stakeholders 

who used spiritual teachings in conflict management and transformation. 

 

The first category was equally followed by the categories of politicians and development 

partners which had 12 frequencies (16%) each. It was commented that the motive was 

behind the politicians within CCM and CUF who felt that Muafaka could not succeed to 

achieve peace whereby the practices and attitudes were still rigid in hostility among the 

parties‟ zealots and supporters. The politicians believed that religion could contribute to 

minimize violent conflicts.  The other respondents viewed that the motive initiated and 

accelerated by development partners as a political strategy to good governance by using 

cultural context of Zanzibar which mainly influenced by religion.  

 

The ZRG and foreign FBOs also got equally nine frequencies each (12%). Findings 

indicated that ZRG initiated the motive as a strategy of stabilizing the situation in the 
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Isles. However, other respondents reported that it was the experience of foreign Christian 

Organizations and was induced in Zanzibar through ZICPT as a religious responsibility 

and a means toward formal Muslims-Christians dialogue and networking in Zanzibar.  

Based on the study findings the religious opinion shapers were neither independent nor 

impartial in the establishment of electoral peace building motive. There were some 

political, administrative and religious influences which has another objectives rather than 

peaceful elections.   

   

4.1.5 Religious Opinion Shapers’ Participation in 1995 and/or 2000 Zanzibar 

        General Elections. 

It was important to know experiences from previous general elections on religious 

contribution. That is, whether religious opinion shapers had any peace building initiatives 

in the 1995 and 2000 general elections, so as to assess different religious strategies which 

they used to realize the 2005 relatively peaceful general elections as opposed to the 

former chaotic elections. The respondents‟ opinions are reflected in the table 6 below: 

 

Table 6.  Religious Opinion Shapers in the Previous Electoral Peace Building.  
Respondents’ opinion No. of Respondents % 

They participated in the electoral peace building 33 42.3 

They did not participate in electoral peace building 42 53.8 

Respondents were not aware 03 03.9 

Total 78 100 

Source: Field Research Data, 2009 
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The study found that 42 respondents (53.8%) reported that the religious opinion shapers 

did not participate in the 1995 and 2000 general elections to represent religion. If anyone 

among them had participated, it was in his personal initiatives and not as a religious 

institution. That is because religion was initially regarded as a peripheral actor. It was just 

after the tragedy of January 2001 when religious stakeholders taken aboard in as part of 

electoral peace making and peace building mechanisms. 

 

Religious opinion shapers participated in the past general elections especially of 2000 

according to 33 respondents (42.3%). However, the respondents who concur with this 

fact were in two groups. There are those who believe that the religious stakeholders 

performed their religious responsibilities of maintaining peace during the election 

individually; therefore, it was mainly a low level initiative. The other group was of the 

opinion that the religious institutions including governmental religious bodies, Churches, 

prominent religious leaders and some charismatic religious individuals had direct support 

to political parties especially CCM and CUF. Those religious stakeholders had a strong 

belief that to support a political party was a strategy of peace building through powerful 

alliance. The respondents added that the political situation in Zanzibar forced religious 

stakeholders to support a particular party. Moreover, there were three respondents (3.9%) 

who did not know the status of religious opinion shapers‟ participation. 

 

The findings indicate that religious opinion shapers had some experiences concerning 

electoral peace making in political and social perspectives.  The new intervention was 
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uses of purely religious teaching and formally recognized religious forums and 

mechanism in the electoral processes at national, community and grassroots levels. 

 

4.2 Religious Factors that made the 2005 General Elections Relatively Peaceful. 

There were several religious factors which facilitated peace in the 2005 general elections. 

Some of these factors motivated religious opinion shapers to play their noble role, while 

others factors influenced peace and harmony among Zanzibari as discovered by the 

respondents. 

 

4.2.1 Factors which Motivated Religious Opinion Shapers. 

The religious interventions in the 2005 Zanzibar general elections were motivated by a 

number of religious norms and ritual motives as follows:-  

 

4.2.1.1 Religious Responsibility. 

Zanzibar religious opinion shapers were aware of the divine guidance which insists on 

the importance of peace. However, the system did not provide the way to put all religious 

teachings into practice.  They were aware that without peace no one can fulfil religious 

duties; therefore; to sustain peaceful relations was regarded as a fundamental religious 

responsibility. The Holy Quran insists that: ((When two parties among the believers fall 

into quarrel make peace between them)). (Hujuraat (49):90). It was also reported in the 

tradition of Prophet Muhammad peace be upon him (PBUH): “Whenever violence enters 

in something it disgraces it…”. From the teachings of Christ it was also revealed that 
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Jesus taught his followers to sustain peace and harmony at any cost. That is the reason 

why he was mentioned by other “prophets” as the Bearer of Peace and his Kingdom is the 

Kingdom of Peace. Isaiah referred to the future Messiah “The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 

9:6). It is also revealed that “the work of justice shall be peace”. (Isaiah 32:17).  It is 

common in all religious teachings that everyone is a sheepherder (care-taker) and will be 

asked before Almighty God concerning what he/she had done to his/her followers. 

Therefore, the religious opinion shapers had a divine duty and responsibility to support 

and maintain and support peace in the Isles. Up holding peace as a divine requirement 

was a strong factor motivated religious opinion shapers to participate in peace building 

and maintenance in 2005 General elections.  

 

4.2.1.2 Expectations that Religion may perform better. 

Several political initiatives were undertaken to solve the Zanzibar political plight since 

the general election of 1995. These initiatives involved local and international political 

stakeholders including political parties, governments, Human Rights Organizations and 

Regional and International Organizations. They achieved to foster political compromise 

commonly known as Muafaka I and II after the general elections of 1995 and 2000 

respectively. However, its implementation faced several obstacles due to the highest 

degree of mistrust between CCM and CUF.   A lot of resources were utilized in order to 

reach everlasting solution but the achievement was very minimal due to lack of political 

will. Political tension, conflicts and violence still persisted and penetrated in the 

government institutions, private sectors and society at large. Based on the Quran 
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teachings: ((And those who strive in our (cause) We will certainly guide them to our 

paths)) (Al-Ankabuut (29):68); and the Bible which says: “For it is by God‟s grace that 

you have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your own efforts, but God‟s gift, 

so that no one can boast about it”. (Ephesians, 2:8-9). A part from prayers, the religious 

opinion shapers believed that there was a need for spiritual intervention in the electoral 

process. Since the leaders of CCM and CUF with their supporters had been attending 

religious congregations, religious teachings utilized to enable direct communication 

which decreased tension, negative attitudes and behaviour in the 2005 general elections.  

 

4.2.1.3 Support from Foreign Religious Stakeholders:  

Religious stakeholders from outside Zanzibar discontented from Zanzibar political 

situation. They strived to abide the Allah‟s command in the Quran: ((Strive as in a race in 

all virtues)). Al- Maida (5):48; and ((Help ye one another in righteousness and piety, but 

help ye not one another in sin and rancour. Fear Allah, for Allah is strict in punishment)) 

(Al-Maida (5):2). It is also mentioned in the Holy Bible “Finally, build up your strength 

in union with the Lord and by means of His mighty power. Put on all the armour that God 

gives you so that you will be able to stand up against the Devil‟s evil tricks” Ephesians 

(6:10-11). Foreign religious stakeholders took advantage of local and regional religious 

forums to advise the local religious opinion shapers and shared their experiences 

concerning the religious intervention in the electoral conflicts. Caritas provided financial 

support to ZICPT. Materials and professional support motivated the Zanzibar religious 
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opinion shapers to have active participation in mobilizing for positive change towards the 

2005 relatively peaceful general elections. 

 

4.2.1.5 Preserving the Ethics and Customs of Zanzibar; 

Zanzibar ethics and customs are highly influenced by religious teachings. However, the 

reintroduction of multiparty system negatively affected the perfect character and ethics of 

the believers. The religious opinion shapers took active participation in avoiding 

bloodshed of innocent people, violence and barbaric behaviour. Further, they believed 

that their participation in bringing reconciliation and rescue the situation were highly 

needed by all Zanzibaris working with God‟s word in the Quran: ((God does not change 

the condition of the people until they change what is within themselves)).” (Raad 

(13):11); and ((Oh you who believe come all of you into peaceful submission (unto 

Allah) and follow not the footsteps of the devil. Lo! He is an open enemy for you)) (Al- 

Baqarah (2):2008). It also revealed in the Holy Bible “To conclude, you must all have the 

same attitude and the same feelings, love one another as brothers and sisters; and be kind 

and humble with one another. Do not pay back evil with evil or cursing with cursing; 

instead pay back with a blessings, because blessings is what God promised to give you 

when He called you”. (1 Peter 3:8-9). Therefore rituals utilized as a cultural context of 

intervention in trauma relief and social reconstruction in the 2005 general elections. 

  

4.2.1.5 General Awareness of the Contemporary World                        .                                                                    

The study found that many religious opinion shapers were aware about constitutional 
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rights, and the role of Civil Societies including FBOs in building democratic society and 

peaceful elections through their experiences and comparative studies. Muslims were 

motivated by the Prophet‟s tradition: “Knowledge is a stray away animal of a believer, so 

whenever he finds it, he is worthy of it”. Also, Christians learn in the book of Proverb: 

“Listen to what is wise and try to understand it. Yes, beg for knowledge; plead for 

insight. Look for it as hard as you would for silver or some hidden treasure. If you do, 

you will know what it means to fear the LORD and you will succeed in learning about 

God”. (Proverbs 2:2-6). Therefore, the stake of religious opinion shapers was not 

confined in the religious forums only but they were also influential characters in other 

specializations related to electoral activities. In advocating peace, they contained voices 

of criticisms and radicals especially among Muslims in Zanzibar where oppositions come 

from clerical; or under guise of religion. The emergence of globalization made them 

aware about the impact of religions in peace making through the experience of different 

parts of the world. 

 

4.2.2 Religious Factors which influenced Peace and Harmony in Zanzibar. 

 The houses of worship were important places where believers gathered in harmoniously. 

That includes mosques, madrasa and zawia for Muslims; and churches and cathedrals for 

Christians and religious centers for both Muslims and Christians. The study found that 

houses of worship and other religious forums were effectively used as a bridge between 

religion and the society including conflicting parties in order to maintain peace. 
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Majority of Muslims and Christians participated in the prayers and other religious 

congregations where they also got opportunity of listening to the religious preaching and 

sermons. The religious opinion shapers cultivated justice, tolerance, reconciliation, 

harmony, love, respect, unity, forgiveness and obey the judgement of Allah for the 

purpose of achieving genuine peace in Zanzibar Community. They insisted that nothing 

can be happen without the will of Allah and nothing can change the fate except prayers. 

The houses of worship also used to warn against chaos and crisis which final lead to 

disrupt peace and order; and simultaneously raised awareness of peace sensitivity in order 

to restore peace and tranquility. 

 

The spiritual teachings used to advocate to the believers, politicians and their supporters 

being partners of peace, justice and reconciliation. Religion strengthened moral values 

and ethical standards to the level of conscience of accountability to Almighty God and 

fellow human beings. These lead to harmony, tolerance, cooperation, commitment in 

peace building, fraternity and influence of changes to minimize enmity, hostility, bigotry, 

partisanship and division. Some the teachings used to influence peace and harmony 

during the 2005 general elections can be summarized as follows:- 

 

4.2.2.1 Islamic Teachings Used in Electoral Peace Building and Peace Making 

Islam means peace, and every Muslim is compulsory to be peaceful as Almighty Allah 

commanded ((Oh you who believe, come all of you into peaceful submission)). (Al-
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Baqarah (2):208). Also Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: “A Muslim is the one who his 

fellow Muslims are free from (the evil of) his tongue and arms”.  

 The fundamental objectives of Islamic Shariah advocates to respect and defend the 

five essentials (Dharuuraatul khamsa) by every Muslim. Those essentials are to 

protect religion, soul, honour, wealth and progeny of human being. Allah said :((We 

have honoured the sons of Adam)) (Israa (17):70). It was also revealed in the Holy 

Quran concerning the sacredness of human life: ((…and if any one saved one life it 

works as if he saved the whole people)) (Al-Maida (5):32). These essentials however, 

could not be maintained in the violent conditions, and election was declared that was 

not the legal justification of violation of any of those five essentials of Shariah. 

 Islam advocates justice for any cost because without justice, there could not be peace. 

Almighty Allah said: ((Oh, ye who believe! Stand firmly for justice as witness to 

Allah and even as against yourselves)). (Nisaa (4):135). He also said: ((Allah 

commands justice, the doing of good and liberty to kith and kin and He forbids all 

shameful deeds and injustice and rebellion. He instructs you that you that you may 

receive admonition)) (Nahl (16): 90). 

 To invite people and advocate for peace whenever you have authority as Allah said: 

((So do not falter, and invite for peace when you are the upper most. And Allah is 

with you, He will not grudge (the reward) on your action)) (Muhammad (47:35).  

 Sincere forgiveness over retribution among the human beings. Allah said: ((The 

recompense of an injury the like there of; but who so ever forgives and thereby bring 
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about a reestablishment of harmony, his rewards is with Allah; and Allah loves not 

the wrong doers)). (Shuura (42):40). 

 Several verses of the holy Quran and the traditions of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

advocate patience, mercy, brotherhood, fraternity, kindness, enjoining goods and 

forbid evils individually and collectively were used. Prophet (PBUH) said: “I have 

been sent but to accomplish the perfect moral behavious”. 

 

4.2.2.2 Christian Teachings Used in Electoral Peace Building and Peace Making 

In principles, Christians ought to be peace makers because blessings await them as it was 

narrated that “Blessed are the peace makers, for they shall be called the children of God” 

(Matthew 5:9). 

 Forgiveness is compulsory for Christians and regarded as a reliable test for the faith. 

Jesus forgave his enemies who crucified him before he died when he prayed “Father 

forgive them for they don‟t know what they are doing”. (Luke 23:34). It was also 

narrated in Matthew 6:12 that Jesus taught Christians to pray “Forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us”. 

 Moral orders, relationships and institution must be guided by justice as mentioned in 

the Bible: “Because everyone will do what is right (justice), there will be peace and 

security forever” (Isaiah: 32:17).  

 Resolving any conflict before its escalation to violent as narrated “If someone brings 

a law suit against you and takes you to court, settle dispute with him while there is 

time”. (Matthew 5:25). 
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 Avoiding use of violence as narrated that when Jesus had been arrested one of his 

followers tried to fight for him; but He commended “Put your sword back in its place. 

All who take the sword will die by the sword”. (Matthew 26: 51-52). 

 Demolishing those means which lead to direct and structural violence and transform it 

to internal and moral order which make love and cooperation in the society. Those 

include reciprocal behaviors, avoiding revenge and retaliation as narrated “Do to 

others what you wish them to do for you” (Matthew 7:12); “You have heard that it 

was said, „An eye for an eye, and tooth for a tooth. But now I tell you: do not take 

revenge on someone who wrongs you. If someone slaps you on left cheek, turn the 

rights as well” (Matthew 6: 38-40). 

 

Theoretical dimension of the religion provided ground of re-thinking and making sense of 

electoral conflict perception in behaviour, context and attitudes that gave rise to electoral 

violence. Hence, it built a base of influence to peace and harmony in the 2005 Zanzibar 

general elections. The introduction of the Hindu's teachings on peace is at the Appendix 

number IV. 

 

4.2.3 Religious Support on Commitment to the Electoral Stakeholders. 

After analysis of religious teachings used to advocate peace in the 2005 Zanzibar general 

elections, the study investigated the degree by which religious teachings supported 

commitment to different electoral stakeholders. Electoral stakeholders comprised ZEC, 

state organs, political parties, candidates, media, observers, monitors, civil societies and 
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voters in generally who had different responsibilities in facilitating free and fair elections. 

Their commitment in justice, effective methods and procedures, positive involvement, 

civic and voter education, transparency and accountability were pre-requisite in free, fair 

and peaceful elections. It also led to acceptance of the overall results which was the 

foundation of peaceful election.  

  

The table 7 shows the respondents opinion on degree of support on commitment 

enhanced by religion to the electoral stakeholders based on the number of respondents.  

 

Table 7. Degree of Support on Commitment Enhanced by Religion 

Factors  Number of respondents for each degree  No. of 

respondents 
Good Satisfactory Weak No idea 

Justice 16 31 20 04 71 

Effective methods - 01 29 41 71 

Positive involvement 25 32 12 02 71 

Education 11 28 28 04 71 

Transparence 04 28 31 08 71 

Accountability 12 24 35 - 71 

Total 68 144 155 59 426 

Average 11 24 26 10 71 

% 15.5 33.8 36.6  14.1 100 

Rank 3 2 1 4 - 

Source: The Researcher,2009 

 

For the individual factors the study found the following:- 
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4.2.3.1 Justice: 

Justice among the electoral stakeholders was very important factor towards peaceful 

election. The study found that justice has very significant position in day to day religious 

teachings. On that basis, the highest number of 31 respondents (43.7%) reported that 

religious support on justice among the electoral stakeholders was satisfactory. More over, 

20 respondents (28.2%) reported that religious contribution was weak; 16 respondents 

(22.5%) reported that was good; and four respondents (5.6%) did not know the degree of 

religious support. The study also found that religious initiatives to justice faced several 

obstacles in combating corruption and selfishness during the election periods. 

 

4.2.3.2 Effectiveness of Methods, Procedures and Rules: 

Effectiveness of methods, procedures and rules prevent abuses of power and decisions in 

electoral activities and maintain peace and harmony. The majority 41 respondents 

(57.8%) did not know how the religion supported to the effectiveness of methods and 

procedures in the 2005 general elections. The study found that this situation was caused 

by the general understanding that religion has nothing to do in official institutionalization 

of electoral rules and procedures. However, other respondents realized that those who had 

responsibilities of institutionalizing electoral rules and procedures were being influenced 

by their moral values and ethical standards which were the central position of religion. 

Therefore, 29 respondents (40.8%) reported that the religious support to effectiveness of 

methods and procedures was weak; and only one respondent (1.4%) was on opinion that 

it was satisfactory.  
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4.2.3.3 Positive Participation: 

Positive participation is critical and important factor in any electoral peace making 

process. In this context, it involved the will of electoral stakeholders to achieve peaceful 

elections in Zanzibar. Religious support on positive participation in the electoral activities 

was highlighted by the highest number of 32 respondents (45.1%) that was satisfactory. 

This was followed by 25 respondents (35.2%) who commented that the religious support 

was good; 12 respondents (16.9%) reported that was weak; and two respondents (2.8%) 

had no idea. The study found that some corrupted administrators and political impact 

caused serious problems which hindered positive participation among the electoral 

stakeholders. 

 

4.2.3.4 Civic and Voter Education: 

Another important factor to peaceful election was civic and voter education. The study 

finding reflected that equal number of 28 respondents each (39.4%) reported that the 

religious contribution to voter and civic education was satisfactory and weak 

respectively. This was followed by 11 respondents (15.5%) who commented that was 

good; and four respondents (5.6%) who did not know the religious degree of support. The 

findings show that many people especially voters had low awareness of civic and voter 

education. They had a tendency of jumping on band wagon. The study found that 

knowledge from people of multisectoral professions including religious opinion shapers 

helped a lot to influence positive changes. However, the notion of separating religion 
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with secular politics sometimes hindered religious programs and was referred as rebellion 

groups or programs of hidden agenda. 

 

4.2.3.5 Transparency: 

Transparency is the openness in the laws, rules, procedures and decision making process 

of government, public institutions and other private institutions which took part in the 

electoral processes. Transparency especially from ZEC was highly required in all stages 

of electoral process in order to foster peace. The majority, 31 respondents (43.7%) 

reported that the contribution of religion to enhance support and commitment on 

transparency was weak. On the other, hand 28 respondents (39.4%) commented that was 

satisfactory; eight respondents (11.3%) had no idea and four respondents (5.6 %) reported 

that the religious support was good. The findings reflect that religious influence in the 

established official institutions was weak because the officials were purposefully selected 

to defend the interests of the establishment under the tight security surveillance. Also, the 

government had higher influence and political parties used variety of secret strategies to 

manipulate the activities.     

 

4.2.3.6 Accountability: 

Accountability simply means holding public officials responsible for their action, it 

demands the existence of mechanism which ensures both public officials are answerable 

for their actions performed. It is among the pillars of good governance and whenever 

violated caused chaos and violent conflicts in elections. The majority 35 respondents 
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(49.3%) commented that the religious contribution to support accountability was weak; 

whereby 24 respondents (33.8%) reported that was satisfactory and 12 respondents 

(16.9%) reported that was good. The study found that religion in the foremost make 

people accountable to Almighty God which has highest degree of influence, however it 

failed to penetrate in the world view whereby political will mainly manipulate the fate of 

public officials in the degree of accountability. 

 

The study found that the average contribution of religion to support commitment to the 

electoral stakeholders was weak, however its degree of support commended by the 

majority in term of justice, positive involvement and education. That was because 

average numbers of 26 respondents (36.6%) were of the opinion that religious support on 

commitment to the factors which facilitated the 2005 peaceful general elections was 

weak. The average number of 24 respondents (33.8%) reported that religious role was 

satisfactory. Those followed by average number of 11 respondents (15.5%) who 

commented that the religious support was good and a few average number 10 (14.1%)  In 

generally it was a good starting initiative. However, several challenges were required to 

be properly handled for religion to do better in their peace building enterprise.  
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4.3 Strategies Used by the Religious Opinion Shapers in Facilitating Peace in the 

2005 General Elections. 

Religious opinion shapers used collective and individual strategies in order to succeed in 

their electoral peace building and peace making interventions. Table 8 below summarizes 

the respondents' opinions on the strategies used to facilitate peaceful elections:- 

 

Table 8. Religious Opinion Shapers’ Strategies in Facilitating Peaceful Elections 

Strategies of Intervention RF % 

Combination of religious and secular methods. 45 52.94 

Concentration on the spiritual teachings 28 32.94 

Concentration to the immediate and open effects  12 14.12 

Total 85 100 

Source: Field Research Data, 2009 

 

In understanding the strategies used by religious opinion shapers to address and arrest the 

fragile situation prevalent during elections the answer was recorded from 85 responses. 

Findings from the study indicated that 45 responses (52.9%) reported that Religious 

opinion shapers used the combination of religious and secular methods to advocate 

peaceful elections. Their participation was not merely in religious forum; they conducted 

seminars, meetings and workshops which involved other electoral stakeholders and state 

organs. Public lectures, religious sermons, mass media programs, newspaper articles 

organized by religious opinion shapers enabled Zanzibar community to benefit from the 
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religious wisdom. Apart from the verses from the Holy Scriptures, the religious opinion 

shaper used logical evidence and then contemporary situation in their peace building and 

peace making initiatives. They created close relations with other electoral peacemakers so 

that they shared their experiences and resources. They also emphasized on the 

establishment of the principles of good governance and used the expertise of formally 

certified professionals who relied on secular guidelines.  

 

About 28 responses (32.9%) reported that the strategy was concentration on the spiritual 

teachings to influence change on attitudes and behaviour. Neutral and competent 

religious opinion shapers provided credibility to the collaborative process towards free 

and fair election by using references to religious sacred texts, real situation as well as the 

customs and wisdom which coincide with spiritual teachings. Their religious peace 

building activities were not confined in the houses of worship only, but all acquired 

facilities and forums were utilized and religiously manifested.  

 

The 12 responses (14.1%) revealed that religious opinion shapers‟ strategy was to 

emphasis on the resolving the immediate effect of the conflicts and not the root causes. 

They reported that Zanzibar was polluted by dirty politics, hash attitudes and hostile 

behaviour. The need was to have a short plan and proper implementation of putting 

people in spiritual side; however, grieves and traumas were still there. The focus was to 

mobilize peace; therefore, religious opinion shapers involved in those electoral 

stockholders and community forums including political parties, civil societies, mass 
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media and individual activities as strategies to achieve peace and finding allies with 

common goal of peace making.  

 

4.3.1 Strategy of Using Religious Mask for the Political Objectives.     

It was a common phenomenon in Zanzibar during the election to decorate political 

activities with a religious mask. This included opening and closing prayers in the public 

and campaign meetings, reciting some verses of the Holy Quran and invitation of the 

prominent, charismatic and/or influential religious stakeholders to attend in the occasions 

of the political parties. The respondents commented concerning the strategic objectives of 

religious mask used in the political activities as shown in the table 9 below: -.    

 

Table 9.  Strategic objectives of Religious Mask in the Political Activities 

Strategic Objectives No. of Respondents % 

Religion used for political interest and propaganda 52 73.2 

Religion used as a peace-making strategic intervention 19 26.8 

Total 71 100 

Source: Field Research Data, 2009 

The majority 52 respondents (73.2%) reported that politicians to legitimize their policies 

and get votes and moral supports instrumentalized religion. They commented that some 

religious opinion shapers were corrupted and pursued secular political propaganda in the 

religious mask for the interest of their political parties. On the other hand, 19 respondents 

(26.8%) commented that religion was used as a peace-making instrument through 
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political intervention for purely religious interests. The study revealed that historically 

many Zanzibar political leaders have adequate knowledge and experience of religious 

influence. Therefore, religious opinion shapers utilized the political influence for 

religious peace making objective whenever ethnic democracy was prevailed. It included 

facilitation of political discussion and maximizing support in the peace making process. 

  

4.3.2 Awareness of the Laws and Code of Conducts Governing Zanzibar Elections  

Any effective strategic intervention requires visionary and committed leaders who know 

the way and enabling environment to promote such strategies. Therefore, any successful 

Zanzibar electoral peace making intervention needs the knowledge of the present laws, 

guidelines and code of conducts which govern Zanzibar elections. The respondents‟ 

opinion concerning awareness of religious opinion shapers to the laws and code of 

conduct were as shown in the table 10 below:- 

 

Table 10. The Religious Opinion Shapers’  Awareness in the Electoral Laws  

Degree of Awareness No of Respondents % 

Religious opinion shapers had inadequate knowledge  42 55.3 

Religious opinion shapers had adequate knowledge 34 44.7 

Total 76 100 

Source: Field Research Data, 2009 

The study found that a total of 42 respondents (55.3%) informed that the religious 

opinion shapers had inadequate knowledge concerning the Zanzibar electoral laws and 
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code of conducts. The respondents clarified that ZEC and many civic education providers 

did not recognize the importance of trainings for religious electoral peacemakers, since 

they were considered as peripheral stakeholders. This implied that religious opinion 

shapers did not receive adequate skills to improve their performance particularly in legal 

issues related to electoral process. The study revealed that, insufficient knowledge was 

among the major causes of religious opinion shapers‟ violation of some electoral rules 

and regulations especially in the district (medium) and grassroots level.  

 

Religious electoral peacemakers were aware and skilled enough in the laws, codes and 

regulations according to 34 respondents (44.7%). They mentioned that religious opinion 

shapers acquired the civic and voter education in different capacities. Also, there was 

wide coverage of media and posters, which provided voter education by different ways. 

The respondents insisted that those trainings enabled religious electoral peacemakers to 

provide adequate explanations through quoting appropriate provision of laws, rules, and 

regulations to substantiate their arguments in providing guidance, warning and 

recommendations. It also enabled them to identify the signs of conflicts and looking for 

other alliances with legitimate authorities for sharing in the electoral peace making and 

peace building initiatives.  

 

4.3.3 The Innovated Religious Strategies in the 2005 Electoral Peace Building: 

Compared with the previous elections, religious opinion shapers applied some new 

strategies for promotion of peace in the 2005 General Elections. According to the 
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respondents, this process was a good development of religious intervention. The 

strategies included: -  

 Official and recognized group interventions in the different electoral activities in 

all three electoral phases at national, district and grassroots level. 

 Promoting peace through mass media programs in both religious and non-

religious media individually and with the collaboration with other electoral 

stakeholders. 

 They officially participated as local electoral observers. 

 They officially organized and/or actively participated in the public meetings, 

seminars, workshops and lectures related to democracy, good governance 

together with free, fair and peaceful elections. 

 They organized and conducted official meetings and consultations with other 

electoral stakeholders including ZEC, government officials, political parties and 

candidates of the legislative bodies.  

 They established Zanzibar Interfaith Committee on Peace and Tranquility which 

involved Muslim and Christian leaders in order to strengthen their peace making 

and peace building initiatives, enhancing mutual trust and confidence between 

the conflicting parties. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.0 Introduction.  

This chapter presents conclusion and recommendations of the study based on the research 

finding as enshrined in chapter four. 

 

5.1 Summary of the Findings. 

The theme of the study was to assess religious opinion-shapers participation, their 

strategies and the religious factors deployed in the 2005 general elections in Zanzibar. 

This was based on the fact that religion is perceived as a way of life and is an important 

change agent in all Zanzibar spheres of life.  

 

The study found that the pioneers and principal participants of the religious electoral 

peace making activities were indigenous religious opinion-shapers but were technically 

and materially supported by their partners from Tanzania Mainland and foreign countries. 

However, the supports were associated with other religious, political and humanitarian 

interests and influences which on one way or another affected the independency and 

impartiality of religious opinion-shapers. The three mentioned categories performed 

better because their intervention were simultaneously in team work and individually and 

had opportunity of getting recognition and making alliances with many other electoral 

stakeholders. They were also supported with resources to reach most people compared 
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with categories of religious scholars, media and teachers which had minimal role because 

confided their peace making activities at grassroots level and were mainly individually.  

 

The findings showed that official commencement of religious initiatives to electoral 

peace building was due the consequences of the post-election phase of the General 

Elections of 2000; especially when muafaka proved failure and the state organs used 

excessive power to control oppositions. Up holding peace as a divine requirement was a 

strong factor motivated religious opinion shapers to participate in peace building and 

maintenance in 2005 General elections. Religious opinion shapers‟ intervention was 

mainly motivated by religious and humanitarian aspects. However, there were some who 

used religion as a political strategy in order to win more votes for their parties. 

 

The study found that religion in the foremost makes people accountable to Almighty God 

which has highest degree of influence of behaviour and attitude change to be compatible 

with electoral peace making. A part from prayers of peace in the mosques, churches and 

religious centers; religious opinion-shapers adopted religious meetings, congregations, 

festivals and occasions by facilitating peaceful elections. They emphasized and cultivated 

justice, tolerance, reconciliation, harmony, love, respect, unity and forgiveness among the 

believers which provided a fundamental base of peace in the 2005 general elections. 

Religious approach was sustainable because it was more voluntary and mainly done on 

mainstreaming basis during day to day activities. It provided remarkable support on 

commitment in justice, positive involvement and civic education to the electoral 
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stakeholders. The study found that the religious opinion-shapers support on transparency, 

accountability, effective methods and the average support was weak because they failed 

to influence change in the secular systems and structures of the government and state 

organs because were fundamentally politically oriented. Also, several challenges faced 

their intervention including lack of centralized coordination, insufficient peace making 

professional capacity and rigid structural situation. 

 

Religious opinion shapers adopted a triangulation of strategies in their peace making 

initiatives. They used combination of religious and secular approaches to achieve their 

goals and contain some immediate effects. Direct involvement, teachings, advocacy and 

preaching were the main methods partaken to warn and increase knowledge and 

understanding of causes and consequences of violence in the electoral periods. They 

utilized top-down, down-top and horizontal approach to make integration of spiritual 

teachings and other peace building experiences in order to foster moral values and ethical 

standards for the sake of humanity and common good. They strengthened spirit of 

working together with good understanding, peace and tolerance among different faiths, 

electoral stakeholders and political affiliation groups. This consolidated the bridge toward 

peaceful general elections in Zanzibar. 

 

5.2 Conclusion 

It can therefore be concluded that religion plays a very important part in bringing about 

peace during elections. This is in the sense that religions have the capacity of softening 
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the hearts of those who subscribe to them. In the case of Zanzibar General Elections, 

religious opinion-shapers, specifically the categories of religious leaders, religious 

activists, and FBOs, played significant role in peace making and peace building activities 

during the three electoral phases of the 2005 general elections in Zanzibar.  

 

5.3 Recommendations 

In our view for religious opinion-shapers to evolve and sustain a viable religious peace 

building and peacemaking regime the following recommendation are to be considered:- 

 Establishment of a centralized coordination of religious peace building initiatives. 

Strategic steps must be taken toward the formulation of the independent and 

neutral Religious Conflict Resolution and Peace Building Agency and its 

permanent centers. 

 Women empowerment to enable them to take their key role in the religious 

electoral peacemaking and other peace building initiatives. That is because profile 

composition of different organizations and individuals showed their scarcity. 

 To strengthen religious stakeholders‟ participation  by reviewing existing 

legislation, law and procedures which hinders religious electoral peace building 

intervention as important civil society; and provide financial backup and 

professional experiences in peace and conflict resolution with comparative 

dimension to religion and secular constitutions of Zanzibar and the United 

Republic of Tanzania.   
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 To create conducive environment that will enable religious stakeholders to 

promote transparent and accountable administrative governance and appointing 

competent religious stakeholders among the governing and executive bodies of 

the public institutions which monitor compliance of rules and ethics. 

 To establish mainstreamed support for developing and distribution of religious 

printed material of posters and pamphlets carrying key messages of peace and 

perfect behaviour. 

 To strengthen religious partnership within a religion or faith, among different 

faiths and other stakeholders in national, regional and international level. 

 Performing situation analysis and then develop vision, mission and short, medium 

and long term strategies and action plans for religious interventions in peace 

making and peace building activities. 

 

5.4 Areas for Further Research 

1. It is suggested that the local and international research institutions should conduct a 

study on The Source and Impact of Mistrust and Suspicions among the Religious 

Stakeholders. 

 

2. It is also suggested that the researchers should conduct a study on How Interfaith 

Dialogue and Networking can facilitate Political and Socio-economic Development in 

Zanzibar. 
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APPENDIX I: PICTURES OF 2000 ELECTORAL VIOLENT INCIDENTS 

 

 
                    the people suspected of taking part in a riot after the 2000 General Elections 
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Police destroy the door in order to invade a civilian house 
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APPENDIX III: 

QUESTIONNAIRE AND INTERVIEW GUIDE QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Dear Sir / Madame, 

 

My name is Abdalla Talib Abdalla, a student pursuing a Master Degree in Islamic 

University in Uganda. This study is part of the requirement for the fulfillment of the 

award of the Master of Arts in Religion, Peace and Conflict Resolution. You are kindly 

requested to respond to this questionnaire. The study topic is The Role of Religion in the 

2005 Peaceful General Elections in Zanzibar. 

 

The required information will be treated confidentially and only for academic purpose 

and not otherwise. I thank you in advance for your good cooperation, assistance, time and 

effort spent to complete and return this questionnaire. 

 

Date ………………………………………… 

 

Personal Profile 

Name…………………………………………………………………………. (Optional)  

Title/Position ………………………………………………………………………………. 

Institution/Organisation……………………………………………………………………. 

Sex…………………  Age ……………..   

Contact ………………………………   E mail …………………………………… 

Education level …………………………………………………….. 

1. Which of the following groups of religious opinion shapers participated actively in 

the 2005 electoral peacemaking activities? 

a) Religious leaders (                   )  

b) Religious teachers (                 ) 

c) Religious intellectuals (                 ) 
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d) Religious Ngo‟s (                 ) 

e) Religious Media (               ) 

f) Religious individuals (            ) 

g) Other (please mention) …………………………………………………… 

2. Among those religious participants, were there any who came out of Zanzibar?              

      Yes (           )                   No (           ) 

      If yes, please state the names and their countries…………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

3. Is there any religious opinion shaper, who also participated in the activities of the 

Zanzibar election of 1995 and 2000? 

Yes (               )                                         No (                     ) 

If yes please mention them…………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. Who has the mandate of deciding the religious actors to participate in the election? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………. 

5. The idea of the religious actors participation was brought by:- 

a) Indigenous religious opinion shapers     (               ) 

b) Foreign religious organizations/individuals (            ) 

c) Government                                        (               ) 

d) Politicians                                           (               ) 

e) Development partners                         (              )  

f) Others (specify) ……………………………………………………… 

6. What factors motivated religious opinion shapers to have active participation in the 

election of 2005? 

a) ………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) ………………………………………………………………………………… 

c) …………………………………………………………………………… 
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7. Were the religious electoral peace makers aware of the laws and code of conducts 

governing Zanzibar elections? 

Yes   (               )                          No  (                  ) 

What is the base of your answer …………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………… 

8. Were there any religious actors who deliberately pursed secular political propaganda 

in the religious mask? 

Yes (                   )              No      (                     ) 

If yes how you can differentiate them from those who practice the methods 

symbolized and reflected the value of religion? 

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. What needed to be in place for the effective religious peace making in Zanzibar 

elections?………………………………………………………………………………

……………….………………………………………………………………………… 

10.  a) What do the Islamic/ Christian teachings say about peace building? 

………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

b) How can the religious teachings be positively used to foster peaceful electoral 

participation?……………………………………………………………………………

……………......................................................................................................... 

11. Which of the factors contributed to make the 2005 Zanzibar election peaceful? 

a) Good plans and proper implementation for religious actors. 

b) Combination of religious and secular methods in civil education. 

c) Concentration of the spiritual teaching in civil education and peace making. 

d) Other (please mention) ……………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………… 
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12. How did the religious opinion shapers influence changes to the attitudes and behavior 

of their believers during 2005 General election? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

13.  Mention the religious innovation towards peaceful election in 2005. 

a) Before the election  

i) …………………………………………………………………… 

ii)  ……………………………………………………………………………… 

b) During the election 

i) ………………………………………………………………… 

ii)………………………………………………………………… 

c) Post election  

i) …………………………………………………………………… 

ii)……………………………………………………………………………… 

14. How did religion provide credibility to the collaborative process towards free and fair 

election in the 2005 General Election? 

………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

15. How did religion enhance support and commitment to the electoral stakeholders for:-  

a) Justice ……………………………………………………………………………… 

b) Tolerance ……………………………………………………………………… 

c) Harmony ……………………………………………………………………….. 

d) Transparency………………………………………………………………………. 

e) Accountability……………………………………………………………………… 

16. What were the keys religious peace making methods and strategies applied for the  

       first time in 2005 Zanzibar General Election compared with those of 1995 and 2000?   

i)…………………………………………………………………………………… 

ii)……………………………………………………………………………… 
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iii)………………………………………………………………………………… 

iv)……………………………………………………………………………… 

17. What were the challenges faced religious actors in their peace making initiatives in 

       2005 general election 

i)………………………………………………………………………………… 

ii)…………………………………………………………………………………… 

iii)………………………………………………………………………………… 

iv)………………………………………………………………………………… 

18. What do you propose to the religious opinion shapers in order to achieve durable  

       solution for the peaceful Zanzibar election?  

i)………………………………………………………………………………… 

ii)…………………………………………………………………………………… 

iii)………………………………………………………………………………… 

iv)……………………………………………………………………………… 

19. Is it possible for the religious actors to establish neutral Zanzibar conflict prevention  

      and management organization to deal with national conflicts including election   

      disputes? 

      Yes  (                 )                                             No   (                  ) 

 If yes, how can it be achieved (please state) …………………….…………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………..…………

… 



 vi 

INTERVIEW GUIDE 

 

1. a) Please name the Religious opinion shapers involved in the electoral peace making 

activities of the 2005 Zanzibar general election? 

b) Among those mentioned was there any actor who came out of Zanzibar? 

c) Among those mentioned was there any actor who did not involved in the Zanzibar 

general elections of 1995 and 2000. 

2. Where does the idea of religious actors‟ active participation in the election peace 

making comes from and what are the motivations behind their participation? 

3. Is there any institution which has the mandate of deciding the religious opinion 

shapers to participate in the electoral peacemaking activities? 

4. Were the religious electoral peacemakers aware of the laws and code of conducts 

governing the Zanzibar elections? 

5. With specific examples how can we differentiate the religious opinion shapers who 

deliberately pursues political propaganda in the religious mask from those who 

practice the methods symbolized and reflected the value of religion? 

6. What do you propose for the effective religious participation towards durable solution 

for Zanzibar electoral conflicts? 

7.  What were the religious factors that contributed to make Zanzibar general election of 

2005 relatively peaceful?  
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8. What were the specific factors which enable religious opinion shapers to change 

positively the mind and behaviors of Zanzibari before, during and after general 

election of 2005? 

9.  Mention the religious innovation in the election of 2005 compared with those of 

1995 and 2000? 

10. How did religion provide credibility to the collaborative process towards free and fair   

General election in 2005?  

11. How did religion enhance support and commitment for justice, tolerance, harmony, 

transparency, and accountability during the election period of 2005 for the electoral 

stakeholders? 

12. What were the challenges faced religious actors in their peace making initiatives and 

what do you propose towards electoral durable solution? 

13. How can the religious opinion shapers establish neutral Zanzibar conflict Prevention 

and Management Organisation in order to deal with national conflicts including 

electoral disputes?  
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APPENDIX IV:  

HINDU'S TEACHING ON PEACE 

Sri Satya Narayana , a spiritual teacher (great yogi) in this modern era emphasized the 

five basic of humanity values in the Hinduism which consisting of: 

1.    Satya: the truth, someone should hold strongly to the religion teaching they adhere 

to. 

2.    Dharma: the right conduct, ones should always perform a good and right conduct. 

3.    Prema: love, ones should always develop the love to all the creatures and the nature 

of His creation. 

4.    Shanti: peace, ones should always make into reality the peace of heart and create a 

cool situation to their environment. 

5.    Ahimsa: non-violence, someone should not commit an harshness action, do not 

torture moreover to kill someone else. 

Furthermore, he said in the social intercourse of the society, one should be able to make 

realization or actualization of 10 ten of principles of life : 

1.    Love and homage to the earth, homeland the place we were born, do not hate or 

inflict a loss to our homeland and others. 

2.    Respect all the religions with the same esteem feeling, each of the religion is the way 

to reach the Almighty God. 

3.    Love all the people without any differentiation, because all the human beings are one 

sole community. 
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4.    Keep the household and environment clean and harmony, so the health and happiness 

of society may be materialized. 

5.    Be the philanthropist, do not create anything that make ones the beggar. Help the 

people who required according to their requirement and to make them stand-alone. 

6.    Do not persuade someone by offering/giving any gifts or make us inferior by 

receiving bribery. 

7.    Do not hate, envy, jealous at any reasons. 

8.    Do not be dependent on anyone, try to perform by our own as much as possible, 

although someone is rich and has so many room maids, but the service for the society 

(seva or sevaka) should be directly performed by ourselves. Be a maid for others and us. 

9.    Do not happen to break the law in effect in our country. Obey the valid rule and 

regulation. Be a model citizen. 

10.    Love the God the Almighty, and the whole of His creations and keep away from 

any sins and bad conduct. 

Radhakrishnan says, - “If we wish to achieve peace we must maintain that inner 

harmony, that poise of the soul, which are the essential elements of peace.” Peace cannot 

be achieved by organizations. It can come only when our minds become endowed with 

generosity and goodwill towards all. We must be filled with the moral power of love and 

the vision of spiritual unity. We have to solve our problems through the help of our 

higher nature.  

 


